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PRESS COMMUNIOUE:

RCPB(lltlLl Demunds
thut British

Gouernment lqke
Derisive Step for Peqre

in lrelqnd
July 30, 1994

A Press Comrnunique was issued this mondng by
RCPB(ML) in response to recent government state-
ments on the situation in northern lreland and on
the stand taken by Sinn Fein at its recent confer-
ence. The communique, which was sent to the
goventment, political parties, the press, trade un-
ions, and to cotnrnunist and other progressive and
democratic organisations, reads as follows:

Augusi 14 this year ern Ireland Secretary Sir
will mark 25 years since Patrick Mayhew said that
British troops were rede- a change in the constitu-
;loyed on the streets of tion of the Irish Republic

-northern Ireland. Is it not to relinquish its territorial
time for the British gov- claim over the six coun-
ernment to cease biaming ties of the north of Ireland
others for the bloodshed was necessary to remove
and violence and itself take the main roadblock to a

the decisive step needed solution in Ireland. This
for peace? week the Northern Ireland

Last week the North- Continued on page 8

ON THE SECURITY
COUNCIT RESOTUTTON ON
INTERVENTTON IN HAITI

See page 5

Rqil workers should pul
forwurd lheir own

demunds in lhe slrike
OVER the last two months or so, signal workers
have successfully carried out a series of one day
strikes and have extended this to a 48-hour and
other stoppages.

This is a struggle in
which the signal workers
are seeking to redress to
some extent the huge in-
crease in the exploitation
of their labour which has
accompanied the introduc-

tion of new signal tech-
nology prior to and as part
of the privatisation of
British Rail. In this they
have gained warm support
and sympathy from the

Continued on page 6
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Sfrengthening
Workers'Weekly

Workers' Weekly is the
newspaper of
RCPB(ML),whichisto
say that it gives the line
and views of the Party.
It is designed to serve
the cutting edge of the
Party's work. At the
same time, the paper is

directed at and based
on the working class,
both the advancedand
broad sections of the
class. It is the Party's
position that the work-
ing class must provide
itself with the necessary
consciousness and or-
ganisation to take up its

role of leading society
out of the crisis towards
a new, socialist society.
Workers' Weekly is geare d
towards facilitating the
working class accom-
plishing this endeavour.

In this period, the pri-
mary concert of Work-
ers'Week$is that of serv-
ing the cutting edge of
the Party's programme
aimed at its next Na-
tional Consultative Con-
ferenceinNovember. In
this connection, the
Central Committee of
the Party recently em-

Continued on page 7
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THE PARTY AND ITS IX/ORI(

Progress depends on lhe hqsit units
ONE fundamental and unique feature of this century is

that it has seen the working class, on an international
scale, take the centre stage and become the leading force
in society for the first time. Obviously this development
has been uneven, and has seen both success and failure;
but where the working class came to power for a pro'
tracted period, such as in the USSR, it was able to build
a new, enlightenedsocietyfreefrom exploitation of per-
son by person. The key to this success was the applica-
tion of Marxist-Leninist theory and practice to the con'
crete conditions of the time. And where this key was not
used, failure followed.

The conditions have craticcentralistnorms,orare
changed,theperiodisoneof liquidated, the party can no

temporary retreat; but the longer be the party of the

key is the same, and if this working class and neither
key is not used, again there will it be democratic. The
can be no success. Why were example of the Soviet Union
the gains of the revolution in shows that without the basic

theUSSRlost?Amajorrea- organisations you can have

sonwasthatthedictatorship centralism but you will not
of the proletariat was turned have democracy. In the So-

into a dictatorship of the viet Union the consequence

party, and one factor in this was that the party, instead of
was the emasculation of being the source of enlight-
democraticcentralismasthe enment and empowerment

Marxist-Leninist organisa- and the motive force for
tionalnorm.Itisthroughthe progress, became a mill-
party's basic units that the stone round the people's
workers enter the party and necks.

build it, and if these do not In order to be the most

functionaccordingtodemo- advanced, most organised

vanguard of the working
class, the party must be an

integral part of it, must work
inseparably from itand must
be built by it. How can the

parry develop its positions

and programme if it is de-

tached from the class, if the

party's general line and pro-

gramme does not even reach

the workers? And how can

the class take upthe vanguard

positions and harmonise its

struggles if it is detached
from its parly? This is the

space that the basic unit aims

to occup)'. This is the foun-
dation stone, the bedrock
u'ithout rr hich democratic
centralism becomes nothing
more than an empty phrase.

The u'ork \\Ie are engaged in
is motir,ated by concern for
the fate of the people and the

necessity'to break the shack-

les of capital, and the forms
developed to achieve this
onlv have meaning in this
context. Being at the vortex

ol this rvork. the basic unit
must of necessity exercise the

broadest initiative and crea-

tivity in rvorking out and im-
plen-renting methods that will
activate the class around the

party's programme as well
as give expression to the de-

mands of the class. AII the

latent taient and initiative of
the comrades as rvell as the

rvorkers must be harnessed

and given focus through the

work of the basic unit. Of
course. the comrades rvork

in other spheres as u'el1. such

as the trade unions, and or--,
ganisations with particular or

limited goals. But the differ-
ence between these and the

basic unit is that the successes

in the first are relative and

temporary, while to build the

units is to build the party it-
self -the sole guarantee that
power. once captured, can be

developed and strengthened

on a permanent basis.

It is because building the

basic units is synonymous
with buildingthe communist
party that historicallv the

units and lhe democratic.
centralist method of party _,
building have been the tar-
get of attack by all who have

an interest in maintaining the

status quo. As mentioned
earlier, the restoration of
capitalism in the USSR could

not have been brought about

without the destruction of the

red spine of the party, the

party cell; and in Britain in
the'50s the old party's fac-
tory cells rvere liquidated on

the basis that "community

cells were sufficient", i.e. that
the party should not be built
as"he vanguard party ofthe
' :'king class but as some-

g else.
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woRKtNG CtAss MOVEMENT

on heolth tsre?
How ore heulth workers going Io seize the iniliotiue

THERE is a need for the sectional interests of worker.s
to be harmonised within a single programme for the
class for the solution of the crisis. At the Durham
miners' gala this year it could be said that the seeds of
recognition of that fact rvere present. Public services
workers stood shoulder to shoulder with the miners
and their families in solidarity around the nub of the
struggle at this time: should the rvell being of the
people be put at the centre or not?

What rhis highlights is market that they have intro-
that, at the present, the bat- duced is continuing to de-

- )betweenwhethersociety stroy the universal health
iFgoing to be driven further system and the closures con-
backwards or whether it is tinue. One of the greatest
going to advance is taking concerns is the speed with
place on the question of which the teaching hospi-
health, education, and what tals and centres of medical
is termed the rvelfare state excellenceinLondonaswell
and whether the rvell being as at regional centres are
ofthepeopleu,illdetermine being dismantled. In this
the direction of the entire situation, health workers as
econom\'. rvell as people in the com-

For example. since the munitr feel that in spite of
foundingoftheNHS tn1947 their efforts they are not
there has never been so much gaining the initiative. The
concernexpressedbl,medi- same problem arises rvith
cal staff, administrators, the pit closure programme,
health workers and people the closure programme for

the communities as to the the shipyards and so on.
)uture of the provision of The ruling circles are
free public health care in intent on destroying the
Britain. Almost dail1, peo- gains of the 20th cenrury in
ple face the increasing cuts such a rvay that large scale
in beds, in services and in monopolyproductionexists
the jobs and pay and condi- as the economic base, while
tions of health workers. in medievalismisbroughtback
increasing hidden charges in the superstructure with
in one way oranother. Large each individual left to fend
campaigns have been for themselves. With the
launched to oppose the clo- mines and shipyards closed,
sure ofhospitals such as the there is now a fear that the
Newcastle General and same fate awaits the hospi-
Shotley Bridge. tals and other public serv-

However, despite this ices.ThepeopleoftheNorth
opposltion, the government as well as the rest of the
is contiuuing to irnplement countrysensethatthefuture
its "reforms", and tli.r I ralth is one in which there is per-

manent mass unemploy-
ment with employment con-
fined to a few high tech fac-
tories and service industries
and where the public serv-
ices such as health care are
reduced to a second rate serv-
ice for those who cannot
pay. All the present social
ills of this policy of retro-
gression which are already
being heaped on the people
would only be magnified
unless this policy is reversed.

How are the health
workers going to gain the
initiative along with all
workers in reversing this
policy of retrogression? It is
not sufficient for the health
workers to carry on as they
are. How are they going to
raise their struggle from be-
ing a protest movement
which represents one sec-
tion of the working class
and people to one which is
part of the whole working
class movement where all
the sectional interests are
harmonised? The most cru-
cial task is that health work-
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ers and other workers must
adopt their own political
outlook which gives them
the political consciousness
and organisation to actas an
independent political force,
with their own political pro-
gramme so that they operate
not via political representa-
tives, but directly in the po-
litical arena. In this respect,
our Party has published a
draft document, There Is a
Way Out of the Crisis, as a
contribution to this discus-
sion in the working class
movement and to focus at-
tention on the need for work-
ers to see this question as

key to any advance. With-
out such discussion among
health workers, it will not
be possible for them to seize
the initiative in the struggle
for health care and with the
entire working class create
the conditions for a new so-
ciety where health care is
guaranteed as a right ofevery
citizen.

Northern Region
Correspondent
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Aguinsl the edurqtion (uls
THE following article is based on a speech d.elivered
by a representative of the Revolutionary Communist
Party of Britain (Marxist-I*ninist) at a recent meeting
against the education cuts held in London-

As you are all aware, public education policy, in-
there have been huge cut- cludingaguaranteeforfree
backs in all sectors ofedu- and universal education.
cation over the past two There is no doubt that the
decades. In schools, the struggle for such demands
1988 Education Reform will continue to increase in
Act introduced measures coming years. The question
for financial self-manage- we would like to address in
ment of schools and began this talk is what lies behind
a process of taking schools this situation and the direc-
out of local authority con- tion the struggle against
trol. Apart from the aim of these cutbacks should take.
breaking up comprehensive What has to be recog-
education, these measures nised is that the cutbacks in
have been used to further education are part of the
cut back the expenditure on whole strategy of the gov-
compulsory education and ernment and the bourgeoi-
to increase class sizes. In sie to withdraw from the
further education, the 1992 obligation of the state to
Actmadefurthereducation provide public services.
colleges autonomous or- Historically speaking, the
ganisations owned and con- recognition of the state's re-

trolled by a Board of Gov- sponsibility to provide and
ernors, the majority of continually raise what we
whom have to be "employ- can call public well being
ment-interest" governo-rs, is one of the achievements
or capitalists. Direct con- which resulted from the
trol of funding by the Fur- battle against feudalism.
ther Education Funding This included, amongst
Council has been used to other things, individual and
cut back expenditure on public health, education,
this sector each year since, pensions and welfare serv-
as well as to enforce ices. Public education dates
changes to the contracts of from the middle of the last
teachers and lecturers in century, whilst pensions
colleges. The growth in andnationalinsurancedate
class sizes in universities from the beginning of this
as well as the cutbacks in century, and universal sec-
grants andthe plansforthe ondary education and the
introduction of tuition fees National Health Service
and so on are well known. date from the second world

What is also well war. The bourgeoisie had
known is that these changes definite interests at that
have met with universal op- time in granting these
position from educational- things, such as boosting its
ists at all levels. People are profits and staving off the
demanding an enlightened threat of socialism and

communism. Today, faced
with serious crisis and sens-

ing no danger from world
socialism and communism,
it finds the best way to
maximise profits is to with-
draw public guarantees and

cut back funds for welfare
provision year after year.

The government justi-
fies its cutbacks by claim-
ing that the provision of
such services is not a fun-
damental obligation of the
state to ali citizens. Instead,
people must consider mak-
ing their own provisions for
their pensions, or funding
their orr'n higher education,
whiist the state should pro-
vide onl)' for those who are

said to be "most in need".
In reality,, what is happen-
ing is that they are carrying
out these huge cutbacks in
public sector spending in
order to provide funds for
big business. This talk of
looking after those who are
"most in need" is a pretext
to rob the state treasury for
the benetit of business.

It is important to rec-
ognise that if production
rvere geared towards satis-
fying the increasing cul-
tural and material needs of
the people, the economy
n,ould never go into crisis.
But this would also mean

that big business would no

longer be able to make
maximum capitalist profit.
In general, we can say that
in order to find a way out
of the crisis in education,
as well as on other fronts,
what needs to be done is

exactly the opposite of
what the government is do-
ing. By cutting back on all

fronts, the government is
contributing torvards the
deepening of the crisis.
What is needed is increased
investments in the needs of
the people on the front of
education, health, social
care, pensions and so on.

The logic of the gov-
ernment is that the handing
over of billions to the pri-
vate sector is an invest-
ment, u,hilst funding the

public sector, including
education, is an "expend;

ture", a waste of pub.- -

funds. In reality, it is in-
vestment of public funds in
business which is robbery,
whilst expenditure on the

needs of the people is an

investment in both the
short-term and long-term
interests of society.

At the present time, our
Party has pointed out, the

fundamental struggle in
Britain is between those
who are using the pretext
that the "private sector" is

supposedly the basis of
prosperity in order to plun-
der the state treasury u)*
block the path to progress

for their own benefit, and

those who are demanding
investments and public
guarantees for the well-be-
ing of all. Spending on edu-

cation, as well as health
care, welfare, the arts, sports

and other necessities must

be increased, not decreased,

with the aim of meeting the

vital needs ofthe people and

of the progress of society.
It cannot be accepted that
such necessities are not af-
fordable.

The fight against the

eontffiGa on page7
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HAIII:

Onre ogoin UN Serurity
(ouncil endorses US-

led invqsion
ON Sunday, July 31, the United Nations Security
Council voted approval for a US-led military invasion
of Haiti to overthrow the military rulers who seized
po\Yer in September 1991.

The Council, made up ports state that the US has
of representatives of 1-5 na- I 6 ships containing over
tions. 12 of rvhom voted in 3.700 marines and soldiers
favour of the invasion, au- and heavy military equip-
thorised the use of a multi- ment on st"and-by off the
national force. A numberof Haitian coast. Haiti, on the
Latin .{me rican countries other hand, described as the
openlr opposed the Secu- pooresrcountryintheWest-
rity Councilresolution. such ern hernisphere, is estimated
as N,{exico. Urusuat', Ven- to have a poorly equipped
ezuela and Cuba. Brazil, arml of only 7,000 strong.
currentlr ir Securitr, Coun- The UN Secretary Generai
cilmember.alsoshow'eddis- Boutros Ghali said that the
appror al br its abstention rnvasion would require a
on the resolurron. The lol- force of 15,000.
lou,ing ciar . a Siate of Siege Although it is claimed
came into for;: in that coun- that the "permission" to in-
tq/. N,lean',. hrle. ne* s re- CniinuEl on page6

Condemn British
governmenl's vote forw 
intervenlion in Hqiti

ON Jull' 31. the British goyernment voted in favour
of the resolution at the Untied Nations Security Coun-
cil authorising intervention b1'a multinational force
to overthrorr the government of Haiti and restore to
porver the former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

The British government ple there - similar pretexts
should be condemned for to those used by the United
this stand, which allorvs the States in Somalia and Iraq.
US to intervene in Haiti to By using this logic, rhe au-
bringaboutachange of gor,- thors of intervention try ro
ernment. conceal their aims of ma-

The justification given nipulatrng the UN Security
tbr the intervention refers Council for their own pur-
to the nature of the Haitran poses, overturning princi-
military governntent and ples such as non-interven-

Cuha condemns Security

Council Resolution on Haiti

as violation of principles of
international law

We are reprinting below the statement of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba on Resolu-
tion 940 of the UN Security Council on Haiti.

By the virtue of a resolution of the UN Security
Council, a multinational force has been authorised to
intervene in Haiti. It is an indisputable fact that behind
the decision of the Security Council, there have been
pressures by the United Sates, which far from seeking
a just solution to the Haitian conflict, is seeking to
guarantee its strategic interests in the region.

The history of the US presence in Haiti, open or
covert, has led in every case to the establishment of
bloody military regimes. Washington was not una-
ware of the coup overthrowing the legitimate consti-
tutional government ofJean-Bertrand Aristide, a gov-
ernment that gave Haiti an alternative to solve the
serious problems it faces.

The Republic of Cuba, one of the closest neigh-
bours of Haiti, hasfirmly supportedthe actions adopted
by the United Nations airned at restoring democracy
and constitutional ordertothis country. However, Cuba
considers it necessary to express its strongest rejection
of an act that will lead to the military intervention in
Haiti, mandated by Security Council, a body whose
main responsibility, according to the charter of the
United Nations, is to maintain international peace and
security.

Even by using many pretexts to demonstrate the
contrary, the current situation in Haiti does not repre-
sent a threat to peace and securify in the region, which
is seriously threatened by the large concentration ofUS
forces and personnel in the waters of the Caribbean sea
with the excuse of the Haitian crisis-

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Cuba wams international public opinion of the serious
consequences of this behaviour which is in line with
repeated attempts to expand the powers and authority of
the Security Council beyond those granted by the
charter, establishing precedents violating the most sa-
cred principles of international law, particularly those
of territorial inte$ity and the sovereignty of states.

Havana
August l, 1994

the oppression o1'the peo- eonilnud on pageT



r

oge 6 7/6-8-94 Workers'Weekly

Roil workers should put forword their own demonds in the strike

@ss class as a whole.

and from the travelling
public. Signal workers
have rejected the demands

of Railtrack and the gov-
ernment that they accept
a low pay increase and

agree to discuss a produc-
tivity deal, and are pre-
paring for a protracted
struggle to win their de-

mands.
One conclusion which

can be drawn from this
struggle is that the gov-
ernment is not getting its
own way in its attempts
to impose retrogressive
policies, such as attacking
the rights of the workers,
on society. The signal
workers have refused to
be cowed by the trade un-
ion laws which were
aimed at suppressing such

struggles and have used

their initiative and organi-
sation to overcome the
obstacles to fighting un-
der the present conditions.

The main problem
facing the rail workers has

not been that of waging
the struggle, but of clari-
fying its aims and direc-
tion. According to various
apologists in the trade
union and labour move-
ment, the struggle has

only the most narrow aim
and the workers do not
have to consider the needs

of society, the needs of
the class and how the
aims of the signal work-
ers can be harmonised

Continued from page 1 with those of the working

For example, the La-
bour Party aird TUC
leaders have created the
idea that without the gov-
ernment Railtrack would
be ready to settle. In
other words, they call on
workers to make the is-
sue one of stopping the
government's interfer-
ence in the dispute and
agree to some compro-
mise on pay when both
Railtrack and the govern-
ment are united on both
increasing the exploita-
tion of the signal work-
ers and on privatising
British Rail. To make the
issue one solely of gov-
ernment interference in
pay bargaining is not
only to keep the perspec-
tive of the struggle in
blinkers, but to encour-
age illusions about the
aims of Railtrack and
about the role of the gov-
ernment and its aims in
the whole matter of the
direction it is seeking to
take the railways, along
with the economy as a
whole.

What is needed is for
the signal workers and all
rail workers to put for-
ward their own demands
in the strike, including
the need to reverse even
more the increased ex-
ploitation and to demand
that the railway system
must not be privatised.
On the contrary, what is

needed is for the state to
provide a national rail
network available to and
affordable by all. Such
demands will place the
signal workers con-
sciously in the broad
struggle going on in so-

ciety for the well-being
of the people in the face

of the retrogressive poli-
cies of the government.
They also raise the ques-
tion of how the working
class can direct this
struggle to take societY
out of crisis and towards
a new society which has

the well-being of the
people at the centre.

UN Security Council
Continued from page 5

@si-
den t-in-Exile Jean-B ertrand

Aristide, the Haitian Con-

stitution makes such "per-
mission" illegal. However,
Aristide was not the real

source of the permission to

the Security Council to pre-

pare the US-led invasion of
Haiti. The real source was

the deal struck prior to the

UN Security Council reso-

lution by theAmericans and

Russians, rvhereby the
Americans agreed to give

the Russians support in the

UN for Russian "peace-

keeping" forces in the former

Soviet state of Georgia, in
return for Russian support
in the UN for US policy to
invade Haiti.

This brazen act of ma-

established in the 20th cen-

tury to govern relations be-

tween states.

It is a demand of the

working class that such

double standards in inter-
national affairs be done

away with, standards
whereby the big powers

uphold the principle of non-

nipulation, clearly a deci-
sive factor in bringing the

danger of invasion of Haiti
that much nearer, is reported
in the British media as a
normal, acceptable and mi'
nor event.

Of the many obvious
questions that such big-
power manoeuvring raises

is the fact that the claim of
restoring the legitimate gov-

ernment and stable environ-
ment in Haiti is a flimsy
pretext to pursue the PolicY
of big powers, in this case

the US, using the I-IN as a

political and military shield.

It also looks as though the

people of the former Soviet
state of Georgia will also

suffer as a consequence of
the unfolding events sur-

rounding Haiti.

v

vt'G] ::ERS'WEEKEY IS HAVING A
BREAI{ J PIJBLTCATION OVER At,GUST

British government's Yote
Continued from page 5 intervention when it suits

ffirs them, but find Pretexts to
violate it when it does not.

The working class stands

for democratic principles in
international affairs and oP-

poses the attempts of the

big powers to turn back the

clock.
Condemn the British

government's vote for in-
tervention in Haiti!
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Strengthening Workers' Weekly
Continueil from page / foriscompleteemancipa- perspectiveoftheworking ute the newspaper. But it
@n-tionandtheemancipationclassanditslineofmarch.isalsoacallforactivists
ing and developing rhe pa-

per and ils role are central
to the rvork of the Party in
tlris period. Thus Worhers'

Wehk\ is preo c cupi e d rvi th
providing the means
rvhereby this workwill fl our-
ish, rvitl-r the focus of ful-
filling the needs of the
l'arty and the 'rvorking class

foranalysis of the political
iffairs ofBritain and inter-
nationally, as r.vell as

ru ttin g fo r-ward the stands
Erf ti-re u'orking class on vi-

tal qucslions of the life of
the colrntry. As u,ell, as an
irrtegral part of lhis focus,
the Parn''-s nerr,spaper is

proriding co\,erage on the
Partv and its rvork, and on
the rvorking class move-
ment and on the demo-
cratic movement. Of
course, in focusing in this
rvay, the Parn'and is pa-
per nevertheless do not
lose sight of the strategic
aim of the norking class

Continued from page 4
ffiew
be taken up with the per-
spective of reversing these

cutbacks, demanding in-
creases in investments in
the vital areas of people's
needs and defeating the ar-
guments of the bourgeoisie
and government for cut-
backs. The vast majority of
people are dissatisfied rvith
the present state of affairs
and see the need for a mod-
ern society in which they
have control over their
lives. rvhilst it is onll' r nri-
nority, the ruling circles,

ol'the rvholc of socieqr.
The Parq, has alalysed

that impror,ing the qual-
iq, of \\rorken'Weekll's cov-
erage is key to the advance
of its l'ork in this period,
and the Ccrrtral Commit-
tee o[ tlrc Parn'is paving
thc greatest attention to
this aspect of the nork it-t

the months ahead. In par-
ticular, the paper rvill
strengthen its coverage of
nalionai politics, explain-
ir-rg tireir sigrrificance for
the rvorking class, in the
Iight of the fact tl-rat thc
rvorkir-rg class must put
fonvard an independent
prograrnme to lcad soci-
et), olrt of the crisis. It will
address questions in the
r.r,orllers movement and the
democratic movement,
quesLions arising from the
stmegles and evcnts occnr-
ring in real life and from
tire stage of the movement,
deali n g rr.ith thcse from th e

rvhich are clinging to the

past and reject a modern
society. The struggle
against the cutbacks should
be carried through with pre-

cisely this perspective of
opening the path to build-
ing a modern society, a so-

cialist society, in which the

rights of the people are
guaranteed, in which they
are empowered to take part

in governance themselves

and in which the economy
is geared to meeting the

continually increasing ma-

terial and cultural needs of
the people.

And itwill continue to take
up questions from the life
of the Party, the central
tasks that the Party is grap
plingwith, the ideological
and theoretical considera-
tions with which it is deal-
ing. Itwill further deepen
its coverage of interna-
tional questions, and will
develop its reporting of the
International Communist
Movement. In future
months, we will carry fur-
ther editorial columns,
which will further elabo-
rate on andassess the news-

paper's policy.
Worhers' Weehly calls on

activiss and supporters of
the Party to contribute to
and integrate with this
work. This is a call to seri-
ously discuss and distrib-

and supporters to consider
how they can write for the
paper, contribute to
strengthening its analysis
and disseminating is po-
sitions, and use it as an or-
ganiser, so that Worhers'
Weekly can steadily b e co me
a force in the working class

and communist move-
ment, around the line of
march that the Party is
charting. And we call on
workers themselves, as well
as progressive and demo-
cratic forces in society, to
read and distribute the pa-
per, and become centres
for its dissemination.

Wmkers' Weehly welc om es

everyone's views on these
issues, and we encourage
all our readers to let us
know what they think.

Agoinst the educotion cuts

Concert for British withdrawol

from lreland

ONJuly 24, a concert organisedbyprogressive musi-
cians took place in London to conunemorate 25 years
of the redeployment of British troops in northern
Ireland and to support the demand for British with-
drawal.

The concert included performances of traditional
Irish music, music written in support of the Irish
people's struggle against British occupation, folk
songs and other songs on traditional and democratic
themes and other pieces.

The concert was an initiative in uniting a number
of democratic musicians, upholding the principle of
the right to self determination of the Irish people,
and reflecting the movement to organise in Britain
to demand that the British government totally with-
draw from Ireland.
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Demonstrsle for British withdrqwql from lrelund

Continued from page 1
ffinn
Fein for refusing at its spe-

cial conference held last
weekend to accept the
Downing Street Declara-
tion.

Workers must give
these matters serious con-
sideration. The govern-
ment blames everyone else
for preventing peace. Does
history not show that the
British presence in Ireland,
the settlements. playing
the "orange card", parti-
tioning the country and so

on have always given rise
to tragedy for the Irish
people and created divi-
sions amongst them,
whilst the British armed
forces and undercover
agencies act to crush the
resistance and preserve the
status quo? It is the gov-
emment itself which must
be condemned for having

accepts, as it did for the

first time in the Declara-
tion, the right of the Irish
to self determination, then
it must also accept all the
consequences of this. This
means, for example, ceas-

ing to dictate to the Irish
about what form of talks
should be held to bring
about peace, who should
take part and what the
agenda should be. The
Irish themselves must be

allowed to decide how
their country should be

reunified. But, above all,
the decisive step which the

government can lake is to
announce its intention to
withdrarv.

It is a positive step that
the British government has

for the first time been
forced to recognise the
right to self determination
for the Irish. But it cannot
stop there if it is serious

A major demonstration is being held in London on

August 13 to mark 25 years from the date when British
troops were once again deployed on the streets of
northern Ireland.

RCPB(ML) considers this an important event for
workers and democratic people in Britain. Without
granting self determination to thelrish people, without

upholding the right to self determination of nations, it
will be impossible to build a modern, democratic
society in Britain.

The Central Committee of RCPB(IvIL) is calling
on all its units, activists and friends, on workers and

other democratic sections to mobilise for and join the
demonstration.

Press Communique
so far refused to take the
steps necessary to allow
peace in Ireland.

Rather than demanding
that the Irish government
amend its constitution, the
British government should
be addressing legislation
such as the Government of
Ireland Act with a view to
ending British sovereignty
over northern Ireland. This
would not only remove the
biggest obstacle to a

peaceful settlement in Ire-
land, but would be a step

towards a modern consti-
tution for Britain based on
modern definitions 6nd
principles such as the inal-
ienable right of nations to
self determination.

Sinn Fein pointed out
at its conference the prin-
cipal contradiction con-
tained in the Downing
Street Declaration: if the
British government now

MARCH FOR BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM IRELAND

Saturday 13 August

Assemble at Kennington Park
(Oval Tube) 12:00 noon

about peace. The annexa-
tion of part of lreland must
not be allowed to continue.
Both history and the
present point to the need

ior the British governments-
to take this decisive step.

The government is try-
ing to bring about an end
to its problems in Ireland
in a way which suits its
own interests rather than

those of the Irish people,

the British people and all
humanity. The working
class must make its voice
heard on this matter.

The government must
take the decisive step for
peace - Withdrawall

British interference
in the Irish peace proc-
ess must end! tv

For the right to self
determination for all na-
tions!

Repeal the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act!
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