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TUe Refuses io Tqke Up Cenlrql Tqsk
OVER the past year, the TUC General Council
has been trying to create an impression of debat-
ing its future direction. This year's Congress has

shown that in reality it has a definite direction,
even though this course is taking it headlong up a

of what these aims and values

are is avoided. Why does the

General Council faii to define
these? Could it be because

these aims and values have no
connection with those of the

rvorking class? For example,
in the debate on the future of
the TUC, the working class

rvas mentioned only once,
and then by an ordinary del-
egate from a smaller trade
union. As the week drew on, it
became clear that not only did
the TUC's new path have no

connection with the rvorking
class, but that a broad attack
on the class was taking place.

By mid-week. the focus
of interest had turned to the

Labour Party. Tony Blair vis-
ited Blackpool. The questiorr

of whether he rvould or would
not pledge suppofi for strik-
ing signal workers was made

an issue of debate in the me-
dia. Tony Blair refused to
back the signal workers, sug-

gesting that politicians should
keep out, but said that a La-
bour government rvould treat
trade unions and rvorkers with
"fairness, not favours". John

N{onks concurred that this
u'as precisely rvhat the TUC
rvanted. Under pressure from
events, the alliance between
the financial oligarchy and
the lrrbotrr uristocracy is
breaking dou n. This is re-

flected in the Labour Party
and trade unions, each for
their orvn interests, distanc-
ing themselves from one an-

other. The Labour Party
wanrs to distance itsell in or-
derto go forpower. TheTUC,
on the other hand, is con-
cerned that it will lose out on
the spoils of privilege and

power if it is tied solely to the

Labour Party.
But even though this situ-

ation creales the opportunity
tor the working class move-
ment to take a decisive step

forward, to take up its own
politics and prepare its own
programme of action, the
TUC chiefs make it clear that
rvorkers must keep out of

politics. John Edmonds, for
example, stressed that the
programme of the new TUC
meant an increased concen-
tration on the workplace atthe
expense of wider issues. The
TUC wants to concentrate on
the one hand on lobbying as

an "interest group" and on the
other on supplying "special-
ist advice" to members.

If the meaning of "new"
and "old" were examined ig
the context of trade unions
and the working class move-
ment, an objective analysis
would have to conclude that
"old" would mean the work-
ing class and trade unions
keeping out of politics and
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blind alley.
The rnain debate of the

, opening day of the 1 26th TUC
saw the trade ur.rion Ieaders

pledging their support for the

direction of what thcy call the
"new TUC", a direction
which takes the TUC even
further from being an organi-
sation of the class and defines
its role as that of a pressure

group or interest group lob-
bying government, business

and politicalparties on behalf
of its sectional interest.

in defining its role in this
rvay, the TUC makes it clear
that it is against fighting for
the aims of the rvorkjng class,

in whose interest it is to take

society forward, to build a

modern societv ivhich puts

the needs of the people at the

centre. The idea of lobbying
for sectional interests has

nothing in common rvith the

aims of the rvorking class.
The TUC has taken this stand

at precisely the time when the

need for a programme of the

rvorking class is the crucial
tesk to be takerr up, to gi\c
rise to a programme around
rvhich the class can unite and

rally all sections of society
rvho are interested in
progress.

In its mission statement,

the General Council talks of
Lrbb5'ing lor trade union airns

and values. But the question

Russio und China, the working

class and the chonging warld
Jiang Zemin, President of
the People's Republic of
China, recently paid an of-
ficial visit to the Russian
Federation. While in the
Russian Federation, be-
sides meeting its President,
Boris Yeltsin, Jiang Zernin
revealed the complexion of
China's foreign policy for
this period. According to re.
ports, this foreign policy is
based on political consid-
erations rvhichrvill have far-
reaching consequences un-
der the present
circumstances. This foreign
policy rejects that relations
betrveen independent and
sovereign states of the

world should be based on
ide olory. It sharply rebukes
the cold war policy which
remains the basis of the for-
eign policy of the US, Brit-
ain, Germany, France, Ja-
pan and some other
countries.

It is not necessary
to establish at this time
whether this foreign policy
as enunciated by Jiang
Zemin during his visit to the
Russian Federation is a new
or old foreign policy for
China. What is important is
that Boris Yeltsin declared
his full agreement with it.
.1.t the heart of this foreign

Continued on page 4
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Toduy's prohlem needs loduy's solulion
TIIE main message to the working class from the TUC
was that it should give up the idea that it can do anything
to escape from the crisis or to resist the widescale attacks
on its conditions of life. The same message is of course

carried by the monopoly media, by Labour, Tory and
Liberal and the establishment in general.

THE PARTYAND ITS WORK

The fact is, however, that

there is a way out of the cri-
sis, as outlined in the Party's
draft document from the
March 19 Rally. It is the

working class which has to
lead this way out of the crisis
in the course of moving to-
wards the creation of a new
society. How will the work-
ing class do this in the face

of all the pressure that it
should keep oul of poiitics,
that it has nothing to say or
contribute? Horv will work-
ers who are totally dissatis-

fied with the parties which
say "sit back and vote for us,

rve rvill solve your prob-
lems", but lack confidence
in their own abilities to
change the situation, come
forrvard as the leading force?

The Party having estab-

lished its draft general line
and set into motiorr the work
of preparing the draft pro-

gramme for the class, tlie
question of how this line and

programme will be dissemi-
nated amongst and discussed

by workers must be a major

consideration of the basic
units. A more general con-
sideration is also the ques-

tion of how the Party will be

built in the workplaces. Onc
of the characteristics of revi-
sionism has always been to
turn away frorn the notion
that the party must be built in
the rvorkplace. Thus, the

Communist Party of Great
Britain, once it had estab-

lished its "British road to so-

cialism" also set aboLrt dis-
mantiing rvo rkp lace
organisations and establish-
ing the CPGB as a party witlr
a solely parliamentarli per-

spective.
One of the theoretical

considerations outlined by
the Central Committee at the

Consultative Conference on
lone 25-26 was that the
working class must build its

own party. The modern
working class of the late 20th
century is not the same work-
ing class of Lenin's day
when Lenin pointed out that
consciousness must be
brought to the workers from
outside. Today in Britain wc
have an educated, disciplined
and experienced working
class which has evcry possi-

bility of organising for and

building a new society, ex-
cept of course that whilst the
objective conditions for
revolution exist, the subjec-
tive factor is lacking. The
task lor this period remains

that of creating the subjec-
tive conditions for revolu-
tion. This remains the case

even more so in this tempo-
rary period in rvhich revolu-
tion is in retreat.

It rvould be easy to echo

the solutions of the past, but
today's problen"r has to find
today's solution. The Party,

even though it is smail and

with limited resources, has

to find the solution to this
problem, without which the

work to formulate the draft
programme for the class rvill
remain unfulfilled. It is a task

which must be on the agenda

of all the basic units. For the

working class to build its

own party, there is a need for
tl.re workers to be drarvn into
the task of solving the prob-

lems of the class themselr'es.

It is because the TUC and

others do not want the work-
ers to take up these problems
that they want to turn the

trade unions into organisa-
tions for lobbying and pro-

r iding prolessional services.

This is one form of pressure

on workers. Another form is
that they should concern
themseives only with work-
erist positions, that they
should concern themselvcs

only with questions concern-
ing wages and conditions and

ignore the aims of the class,

the need to create a new so-

ciety. The notion that the

aims of the class must be sub-

ordinate to the day to doy 
-questions, rather than the daY

to day questions being
viewed in the context of the

aims of the class, remains to

this day a factor preventing
the workers' movement ad-

vancing.
Workcrs ttr'cd tr-r g:rilt

confidence that theY can ana-

lyse the situation themselves,

write about their situation
and take this anall'sis out to
others. This points to the ne-

cessity of a nerv t1'pe of or-

ganisation of the u'orkers to

deal rvitli ttlday's situation.
Objectively, the conditions
point to the 'rced lor this and

it is the 1i I of the rvhole

Party to respond to ihe need.
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FOR BRITISH WTHDTUWAL FROM IRETAND!

British government is to be.

John Major's government is

.ring to suggest that the is-
Xue now is ',vhether the re-
pubiican forces' ceasefire is
permanent or not. BLrt its
own inte rest s internat ion-
al1y, participating in the
struggle betrveen the big
powers taking place within
the conditions of the present
world disequilibriunr. point
to its need for peace in Ire-
land.

Essentiallr'. thcre are

trvo paths open to the Brit-
ish government. One is that
it will gradualll' over a pe-

riod of time redLrce troop
levels, ain'ring r-ritirnatelv to

turn troops to barracks
- ltnd brins about a ne u form

of devo]ved government
such as existed prior (o
1969. Such a policl, rvill not
succeed, because the situa-
tion has changed both in
Ireland and Britain. as else-
u,here, and the past cannot
bc rcsurrected. Thc othcr
path would be to respond to
the new situation by declar-
ing that it 

"vil1 
allorv the

Irish people themselves to
solve their problems and
reunify their country by be-

ginning the long-overdue

Llrocess o1' rcn.ioving British
troops an.l u,indir.rg up the
British rr ' 'inistrative rna-

chinery ii rrrthern Ireland.
The latter uiiLifse will be the

British gouernmenl musl end ils prelexts for
ronlinued unnexolion

WITH the struggle of the Irish people for self-deter-
mination moving into a new phase, so too must the
struggle rvithin Britain to demand an end to the an-
nexation of part of Ireland and for British withdrawal.

The crucial question only way to bring about a
raised by the IRA's cessa- genuine peace in Ireland.
tion of military operations There are other factors
is what the response of the as well. The US government

Continued from page 1

@cal
parties, and the Labour Party
in particular. It is this old
policy r.vhich has driven the

TUC to its presentposition of
irnpotence and the working
class movement into a cul de

sac. On the other hand, "new"
means what is best from the

experience of the 20th cen-
tury, it means rvhat is needed

at the present in order for the

movel.nent to find a way for-
ward, "nerv" means for the

rvorkin.g cless not to have it-
self distanced from politics by
political parties, but to take up

politics itself. E,ssentially,
over the rveek of the Black-
pool Congress, it is on this
point that the attack on the

rvorking class took place. The
TUC's "new" poiicy is that
the working class should keep

outof politics even more. And
even thor.rgli there is a lbrmal
distancing betrveen the trade

union and Labour Party lead-
erships, the illusion was cre-
ated as much as ever that the

Labour Party could come to
power and rnake capitalism
rvork, tl.rat it rvould solve the
problenrs of workers througlr
its policy of "fairness". Even
rvhere this was not openly
stlted. rvith the TUC arguinr
that the movement should

is planning to step in with
promises of big capital in-
vestments. The contradic-
tions which emerged at the
time of Gerry Adams' visit
to the US last winter seem

set to deepen once again.
How will the British gov-

ernment view an increased
US presence in northem Ire-
land? The government ofthe
Irish Republic has its inter-
ests in the north as well.

What is crucial is that
the British working class has

TUC Refuses to Toke Up Centrol Tosk
confine itself to lobbying and

professional advice, the point
rvas made just as strongly.

By the end of the week,
Congress had gone on to spell
out its agendaof whatit would
be lobbying government,
business and political parties

for. Even though it was not
putting forward a programme
for the working class, a pro-
gramme nevertheless re-
vealed itself. Recognising the

dcpth of the crisis but having
no alternative, refusi ng to pi n-

point the fact that capitalism
is in the phase of jobless
growth and that this stems

from its inability to harness

science and technology in the

interests of society, it railed
against the excesses of capi-
talism, blaming these on the

Tories. The TUC complained
at the level of unemployment,
cutbacks in expenditure, and

nerv trade union legislation.

But it made no mention of the

stage of capitalism and how
this stage brought forth these

measures. It called for invest-
lnent in manufacturing. an in-
ternationel ly conrpctitive
economy and measures to
help industry. Comrnentators
suggested that the TUC was

attempting to rnake a "con-
structive contribution to in-
creasing competitiveness".

What the new TUC put
forward was essentially a

programme for the middle
strata which are also suffer-
ing in the crisis, with the cut-
backs in social programmes
directly affecting their jobs
and businesses. With their
huge salaries, the trade un-
ion leaders form a part ofthe
middle strataand,like it, they
see nothing revolutionary in
the disintegrating aspects of
the capitalist system, only
their own ruin. The pro-
gramme put forward by the
TUC is therefore a pro-
gramme to try to restore capi-
talism to health, to havecapi-
talism without those aspects

which are its inevitable con-
sequence. The programme
which the TUC is going to
lobby for is aimed at creat-
ing illusions amongst the
workers as to thefuture health
of the society which causes

their ruin. It is a programme
in direct contradiction with
the programme of the work-
ing class. This places before
the class with even greater
urgency the necessity to for-
mulate its own programme
and to find the mechanisms
which can allow it to defeat

the programme of the TUC
and organise for the success

of its own programme.
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Russio ond Chino, the working closs ond the chonging world

@les
of peaceful co-existence
which China puts fonvard,
a foreign policY which in-

sists that every countrY, big
or small, has the right to
choose its own system with-
out foreign interference
from any quarter. For the
Russian Federation to ac-

cept such a basis for inter-
national relations is actuallY

a great fiasco for the CSCE,

a grouping comprised of
the countries of EuroPe, the

US and Canada, which is
strictly based on dictating
to the world that onlY a

"free market economY"
and a "multi-partY sYstem"
and "pluralism" should be

recognised as the true
features of democracY.

According to news

agen€y reports, "The I(rem-
lin, rvhere a pragmatic
search for a Russian aP-

proach to market econom-
ics has replaced pro-West-
ern'liberal romanticism', is

looking with nostalgia at
Be{ing's firm control over
its economy andwith envY

at its economic success."
They report that "bodr lead-

ers stressed that the inter-
national communitY should
acknowledge that there is

no single pattern for the de
velopment of all countries
and that all countries
should be equal".

What these and
other reports indicate, to-
gether with the border
agreements reached bY

Russia and China andtheir
decision to turn their nu-
clear missiles awaY from
each other, is that an ex-

tremely important develoP
ment is taking place in the

world. The working class

should support this devel-

opment as positive and take
advantage of it in order to
advance its own interests.

The USSR during
the period of Stalin's lead-
ership upheld a Political
basis for relations between
states and oPPosed anY

ideolo gical blaclunail bY the
US or any other countrY.
Khrushchev abandoned
this policy by insisting on
basing international rela-
tions on ideological consid-

erations, breaking with the
People's Republic of Alba-
nia in 1961, invading
Czechoslovakia in 1968 and

Afghanistan in 1980, and
dividing the world into trvo

camps on this basis.

This shift in policY
by Khrushchevwas consist- l

ent with the imperialist
policy pursued bY the 14

countries which invaded
Russia after the October
Revolution strictlY because

of ideological considera-
tions - their opposition to
communism and Soviet
power - and with the
Truman doctrine adoPted
in the 1947-8 period which
became known as the Cold
War. It was an imPerialist
policy rvhich is still being
practised by the US and
other countries. This shift
in the policy on rvhich for-
eign relations v/ere based

deprived the working class

of its potential to transform

at this time, have declared
their supPort for relations
based on political and not
ideolo gical considerations
will be a trig blow to the irn-

perialist policy of aggres-

sion and intervention. It
provides the working class

with the opportunitY to
present its own indePend-
ent programme for the
creation of aneworder, that
is, a socialist order. Whether

or not the Russian Federa-

tion or the PeoPle's RePutr
lic of China stick to these

policies forever, given that
their leaders have Pro-
claimed th.emselves to be

pragmatic, is not the issue

Continued from Page 3
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this situation. FirstlY, bY de-

manding that the British gov-

ernnrent .lcclare its intention

to withdrarv and cease all

attempts to dictate to the Irish

how the peace Process
should proceed. SecondlY, it
has to den,:rnd that the con-

stitutional changes brought

about by an end of West-

minster control over Part of
Irelancl are carried through

to tl)e (lceP-going constitu-

tional cltanges needed in
Britain, rvith a view to bring-

I ing about a modern consti-

tuiioir '- r;- lliita,in. 'i-hirdly, it
li: to i::ke lull ad', ;rtage of
ul , lir,.:' cc.rtradictioirs be-

t\\'een thcse rival Porvers to

pursue a policY for genuine

advance both rvithin Ireland

and Britain.
Last r.veek, John Major

spoke of the necessitY to

build a Europe based on the

here. The issue for the
working class is that it
should use the occasion to
oppose the US imPerialist
policy of "reordering" th.
world according to its own
interests.

In this regard, the
working class of Britain
should also demand that

John Major's governrnent
abandon this ideological
basis for international re-
lations and anY interven-
tionist basis for its foreign
policy. The visit of Bori 

--
Yeltsin to Britain in trvo

weeks time would be an
opportune occasion for it
to do so.

British withdrowol from lrelond

the world in its own inter-
est and was one of the
causes of its defeat, in turn
contributing to the retreat
of revolution.

The factthatChina
and the Russian Federation,
two big powers in the world

nation state.

fie far.i. that
Leaving aside

hi:;

retrogressive one harking
back to the past, the contra-

diction between demanding
a Europe base'd on natiott

states, whilst denYing that

right to the Irish nation could

not be more apparent. And

u ill John Maior recognise

the right of the nations of
Scotland and Wales to self-

determination and all thr

that entails? In other words]- -

the working class must take

advantage of tlrc Present situ-

ation to Point out the need

tbr renewal of the British
state and that national rights

can only be guaranteed
through the establishment of
a modern state based on the

equality of the freelY Par-
ticipating nations.

In Ireland, the rePubli-

can ceasefire l.ras taken awaY

the strongest argument the

British government has been

able to give for the Past 25

years to justifY its continued

annexation of the six coun-

ties.
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