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Moving torwqrd lowurds the Nulionql

(onsuhutive Conferen(e on Nouembet 26.27
The need to step up the tempo of the work for the this course it consolidated attendance. AtthisConsulta-

Party's forthcoming National Consultative g6rr- itself further through work, tive Conference, the Party

ference on November 26-27 was highlighteil u1 , disseminating and discuss- decided that the main prob-

meeting organised by the Party in Lo'nd;n on Son- ing this general line amongst lem it needed to address was

day,october30 Xi'J::;:;1X"#",TfJ?i;ft :TJ;f,:'.',i"'T:lX,T;
The objectlve ofholding treat of Revolution and the and all who cared to listen to class. Atits conclusion, the

lastSunday's meeting was to Tasks ofthe Communistand its views, and seeking the Consultative Conference
take further measures to de- Workers Movement in Cov- opinions of those active in unanimously approved a
velop the workto ensure the entryonJanuary2and3was various struggles, and of resolution which stated:.
success oftheNational Con- a major factor contributing other organisations. This "This Conference recom-
sultative Conference. Atthe to the development ofthe rvork culminated in making mends to the Central Com-
rneeting, a brief resum6 was Party's work. From that sig- elaborations on the general mittee of RCPB(ML) that it
given on the development of nificant political event, the line at its first National Con- begin work immediately on

the plan of the Party, espe- Party's plan unfolded and on sultative ConferenceofT994 formulating a Draft Pro-
cially sincethe beginning of March l9,ontheoccasionof held in lune which was gramme for the working
1 994. It was rciterated that the 15th anniversary of its strongly supported and as- class, and to present a sum-
the powerful content and founding, the Party pre- sisted by ourfraternalMarx- mation of this work at the
spirit generated by the Inter- sented its draft general line. isrleninist parties and or- next National Consultative
national Seminar on the Re- Then going forward along ganisations who were in Continued on page 7

economic development,
whatis notproduced cannot
be distributed. Monopoly
capitalists, I.rolvever, follorr
an entirely differcnt law.
\\rhen itis suitable to the m,
uhici.r meansvhen itis most

profi table, theystartup the
printing presses and print
money as a method ofinten-
sifying exploitation. This is a
lvell-known te net of Ikl.nes-
ian economics- But when

Continued on page 7

Unlocking hillions ol dollurs in new lunds
'-According to neus agencies, "Senior IMF officials have

criticised the Rtrssian government foruot doingenough
to fight inflation and urged strict acts ritrich could unlock
billions of dollars in neg'funds."

These Intc rnational pockets having anyrespon-
MonetaryFund officials are sibilityto those people.

be ing promotcd as "Russia

experts" \\,ho arc de mand-
ing that the governmentof
the Russian Federation
hand over to Russian and
foreign monopolies billions
of dollars ofmonies extortcd
through taxation. In other
words, IMF officials open\,
admitted that the source of
"nervfunds" are the pockcts
ofthe people , rvl.rich should
be pickedwithout the pick-

According to the larv of

See back page for details of

Nutionul Consvltutive Conflerence

to be held in Ltmdon on
Nouember 2G27, 1994
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IVO RKIN G C LA SS M O VEMENT

ffieulth worl(ers' forum estqblished
A group of healtlt workers have recently infornted
Workers' Weekly of tlrc establisltment of a forum at
whirh they will meet on a regular basis to d.iscuss the
probkms facing health tyorkers and the solutions. We
have received the followittg report on the.first nteeting:

The first discussion tal and bed closures locallv
centred around the acute and nationally, the threat oi
problem facing nurses of performance related pay,
not being able to deliver job losses, poor skill mix
the care that they rvere reviews, the sliift in spend-
trained to provide. Amongst ing towards administralion
the points raised were the and away from care, and
increasing pressure on the spread of privatisation
nurses due to inadequate in the health service.
levels of staff, cotrbined In analysing tilese prob-
with having to take on an lems, the participants con-
ever increasing range of cludedthatthe introduction
rvork sucl. rs giving intra- of "market forces,, into the
venous dr ', canulation, NHS - the .,purchaser-pro_

etc. Anotl,ir ,:rctor ivas the vidersplit" and the enforced
increasing titroughput and competition -had worsenecl
the increasi,rg dependency all these problems. Whilst
level of I :ients. Senior it was easy to moan and
rlurses oil r,.trds are being groan and blame bad mal,
pushed into a [lore fitana- agement, this played into
gerial ro1,' -educing their the government,s hands and
clinical ii I whilsr at tlte made health workers porv-
same tin'tj ,:rposing othcr erless to change things. It
pressures (, r them. Otlrer rvas pointed out that the
problenrs liscussed in- idea of a Nalroirrzl Health
cluded th . ,trvth in hospi- Service had been discarded

and instead of each unit
working together for the pa-
tients they serve, each unit
must compete, pitting hos-
pital against hospital, and
even rvithin hospitals de-
partment against depart-
ment, for ever decreasing
funds. Health workers were
being told once again tltat
they must pay for any wa-qe

rise with a reduction injobs
and services. The govem-
ment is trying to escape
from the responsibility of
Lhe state, as the sole repre-
sentative of society, to look
after the health care ofeach
and every member of soci-
ety. When things go wrong
it is very convenient for
them to blame individual
trusts or management.

The discussion forum
also looked at these ques-
tions in the wider context.
It rvas felt that all the above
tactors in the NHS are mir-
rored in other sections of
Ii1'e, in education, local
government, etc. Why was

this? It was put forward
that behind all this are the
interests of those in power
to no longer guarantee the
provision of healthcare,
education and welfare in
society.

All were agreed that this
\.vas not il') the interests of
health workers and should
be opposed by them. Pub-
lic services were an invest-
ment for the future ralher
than a luxury. A modern --'
society must meet the
claims of all members of
the society and guarantee
the provision of all the
health care rreeds, educa-
tion needs and welfare
needs from the cradle to the
grave. Only in such a soci-
ety could nurses and other
health workers be empow-
ercd to deliver the health
care of the highest standard
available.

The discussion con -
cludcd that the way forward
lvas to continue the forunts .

as a means of allowing =
health workers to discuss
the problems they face and
enable them to unite with
other workers and people
in the community and in
society both in a pro-
gramme to demand the
Ievel of health care whicl.r
is needed for a modern so-
ciety and to take up other
problems facing society.
The forum will airn to draw
more health workers into
the discussions, and it was
decided to publish a regu-
Iar news sheet with high-
Iights from the discussions
as well as otircr articles.
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EIJROOENTRIC OPPOSITION

TO CAruADA'S DEMOCRATIC RENEWAL
by Sandra Snith, Editor of ToilnylTomorrow

Tlrc following paper by Sandra Smilt , Etlitor of tlrc Far Release on Contemporary Canadian arul World ffiairs,
"Today/Tomorrow", was reod on the second arulfinaL day ofthe Intenrutional Seminqr on Communism and the Require-
nrcrtts of Modent Derttocraiy, lrcld at tlrc U versity of lllinois irL Chicago from. October 8-9, 1994. The paper has been
slightLy edited br- Ih.e author for publicatiort.

In the absence of soltin.s
out the constitutional c ris is

and recognizing both the na-

tions r.vhi ch constitute the
conttderacy and their rigirt to

-self-determinatiol. and oft-
r.-upholding the modern con-

ception of citizenship in
rvhich all areequal before and

under the law, irrespective of
their n ation al origin, lan-
guage, culture, sex, reiigion.
etc., the idca of a corln.iunity
has come to be defined in
tenns of shared values and
culture ratherthan shared po-
iitical authority.

These shared values,
dubbed Canadian values, are
the values of aWestern Iiberal
democracy rooted in 19th
century liberalism in tenrs of
economics, politics and cul-

. tu re. Today, follorvins the
r-. end ofthe bi-poial division of

the world, this finds expres-
sion in the attempts to impose
these eurocentric values on
the eotire world. This is ex-
pressed both in the docunrent
of the CSCE called the Paris
Chartel for a Neu,Europe, of
which Canada is a signatory
along with the United States
and the countries of Europe,
and in skerved notions of
rnulticulturalisn as a funda-
mentalCanadian virlrre s,h ich
is being promoted at this time.

Not only does the Palis
Chlrter notexpr ess the desire
of all hurr.rankind for a tbrm of
political, economic, social
rnd cu ltu ral organ izatio n tirlt

exprcsses and enbodies their
need to lully enjoy their hu-
man lights, but the notion of
muiticulturalism is also a

hoax.
Thc Paris Charter is

quintessentially an
eurocentrist docurnent. It is
Jiving testimony of the ten-
dency to assumc the superi-
ority and universal nature of
Eulopean values. There is a
concerted attempt to nrake

tllese vaiues, which are at

thc centre of Arnerican and

British Cold War propaganda

asainst communism, the
universal values on which
bodies such as the United
Nations should base their
action. This is already the
case u,ith the Atlantic AIli-
ance (NATO) and flnancial
bc-rdies such as thc World
Bank and the International
Mo netar), Fund. Clearly,
however, the Americans and

Europeans are not able, in
today's conditions, to itrpose
these values on the entire
rvorld in the way the Euro-
peans were able to do during
the colonial period and
rvithin their own sphcres of
influcnce in the post-colo
nial pcriod. Today, more tl'ran

a few counlries of Asia. Af-
rica and the Middle East are

clearly stating that what is

cailcd the "West" is not tlte
rvorld. Certain UN fora, such
as that or human rights or
popu)ation, sarv a great clash

ol opinions, exprcssed in

terms ofdifferent values held
dcal by diflerent cultures.

An attempt to fight
eurocentrism with notions of
polycentrisrn or multi-
culturalism is also manifest-
ing itse)f in a ncw form.

Eurocentrism is a spe-
cific manifestation of ethno-
centrism. The dictionary
definition of ethnocentrism
is: 1. the belief in the inher-
ent superiority of one's owir
group and culture accompa-
nied by a feeling of con-
tempt for other groups and

cultures; 2. a tendency to
view alien groups or cultures
in terms of one's own-

Polycentrism is defined
as giving a group several di-
rections or, literally, many
centres. Applied to culture it
might incorporate the notion
of acceptance of other civili-
zations or cultures and hav-
ing "sensitivity". It is the 19th

century notion of tolerance,
rvhich was applied at that
time to other religions and

minoiity rights - one of the
mainstays oftoday's civil so-
ciety - applied today to otlter
cultures. The necessity for
tolerance cannot be underes-

timated in the face of tl're rac-
ist propaganda carried out by
the Americans. such as that
uscd against the Vietnamese
during the Vietnam war to
gct AmericaD soldiers to
commit atrocities so as to
safeguard thcir lives against
so-called "gooks" and worse,

or the nrockery made of
Saddam l'lussein during the
Gulf War. Nonetheless, even
though thesc arc ugly mani-
festations of what it means to
look at the world from the
point of vierv of the superior-
ity of American culture, the
issue goes deeper than this.

Dudng the Cold War a.

particular propaganda was
created by the British and
Americans of a "dissident"
who was oppressed by com-
munists because he or she

stood forindividual freedoms
against communism. The
suppression of this "dissi-
dent" became the greatest
example of the American
view of the oppressive na-
ture of communism, as well
as being used as a pretext to
justify aggressive acts or the
part of the Amerjcans, Brit-
ish and others. This propa-
ganda about the "dissident"
served to promote theAmeri-
can notion of human rights
which is not only based on
respect for the civil liberties
given rise to by the modern
European nation state, but
mainly and primarily rooted
in anti-communism. It finds
expression in the Paris Char-
ter by claiming that the proof
of democracy lies in a plural-
ist state, a market economy
and respect tbr human rights-
Clearly, the issue here is one
oI Anglo-An.rerican polit ica I
Yalues not cultural values, and
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the attempt to impose these
Anglo-American values on
the whole world. This has

more to do with imposing a

political cttlt]Jre than a cul-
ture which respects the val-
ues of each people.

Ratherthan set the record
straight by l) defending hu-
man rights in the profound
sense of the word and 2) op-
posing self-serving Anglo-
American notions lvhich are

advocated for reasons of po-
litical expediency, various
forces are promoting tlre is-
sue of culturai differences in
order to muddy the waters
and cover up their orvn ret-
rograde stand on human
rights and lack of respect for
civil Iibenies. This is the case
rvith the representatives of
the Indian state for whom
preserving the "unity and
territorial integrity" of the
Indian Union has become a

justification for maintaining
their rule and prohi biting
change and progress.

In other words,.just as in
the l9th century it was British
ideas of civil ization rvhich
created the notions oI barba-
risrn and heathenism, today
opposition to eurocentrism is

creating its backlash. This is
manifested in notions of
multiculturalism and the at-

te rnpt to justify backward
practices in the name ol thc
sanctity of a culture, the right
of a nation to Ilave its own
culture and the principle o1'

non-interference into the in-
ternal affairs of sovereign
nations.

The response of the peo-

ples of the worlcl, in rvhose
namc such notions are upheld
but rvho in truth are the vic-
tirrs o1-the very sy stem s

rvhich promote them, is to
rnake thcnselves part of lhe
equation. Once everything is
said and done, the main value
thc ruling circles all over the
world have in common is to
perpetuate their rule and keep
the rnasses of the people in
whose name they rule, out of
the equation. Ensuring that
they become part ofthe equa-
tion is the main problem on
the agenda for solution.

The modern European
nation state had as its aim to
bring in the new capitalist
mode ofproduction and civil
rights which rvould ensure the
sanctity of private property,
the rule of larv and rvhat is
knoivn ag "goocl govern
nrcnt." It u,as this rvhich $'as
cstablished in the name ofihe
co llective people and was
nade synonymous with the
nation. Whe reve r such na-
tions did not naturally emerge

as jn Europe, on the basis ofa
uniform histoly, culture, lan-
guage, territory and
economy, they were imposed
according to the colonial in-
terests of the European colo-
nial powers.

Clearly, we cannot atTord

to stick to our present under-
standing of political life
which is tied inextricably to
B ritish imperial notions of
self-government and the Eu-
ropean nation state. The en-
tirc world is questioning the
continuing vitality of political
forms specific to the modcrn
European nation state. Cana-
dians have to take responsi-
bility not only for their own
dornestic affairs, but also for
the basis of the relations be-
tween Canada and the rest of
the world. Today, an attempt
is being made to preserve the
imposition of so-called west-
em values on theentireworld.
But European philosophy and
political theory are not the
only discoursc attempting to
give meaning to the human
experience. Will western so-
cieties continue to hold the
iniriative in human affairs?
This is highly unlikely given
the ratio ofthe rvorld's popu-
lation in favour of ron-west-
ern societies. The spread of
capital all over the world and

the demand for con s umcr
goods has not made these so-
cieties any less non-western.
The summation ofthis period,
in rvhich the rcquisites ofEu-
ropean civilization have been
imposed on the entire world,
is fast coming irto its own.
That summation will not her-
ald a polycentric view, as

some rvould like in opposition
to a eurocentric one, let alone
a parochial one. The very no-
tion of a polycentric world is
itself sparvned to favour
eurocentric interests.'Ihis is

not the solution to the prob-
lems left over by history but
their perpetuation.

In Canada such a notion
is advanced under the guise
of strictly "Canadian val-
ues". What are these "Cana-
dian values"? Do they come
out of the Canadian experi-
ence? What is the Canadian
experience? There is a tre-
mendous reluctance on the
part of the official circles to
engage in a discussion on this
matter of utmost importance.
As a result, no problem of
an economic, social, politi-
cal or cultural nature will
lrnd a solutton ln sptte ot the
policy papers and discus-
sions the governmcnt has
committed to.

The period we have en-
tered into following the end

ofthe bi-polar diYision ofthe
world by the two superpow-
ers and the balance of power
under it, is highly complex.
Cold War suppositions and

rhetoric, and accompanying
schemes for detente served
to obscure any other prob-
Iem. A great crisis is in the

nraking because, instead of
discussing thc signillcance oi'
the experience achieved tq
date and engaging in its sum---
mation so as to serve the
needs ofthe present, old defi-
nitions and considerations
are being recycled under the
guise of Canadian values.
According to oflicial circles,
the history of Caaada has no
preserlt and only a past,
rvhich no longer makes sense.

The experience of thc
Canadian nation, we are told,
is ofa Canada built on the ba-

sis of tu,o fo,:nding nalions
with, today, a loken acknowl-
edgement of the aboriginal
peoples and a multicultural
dimension aricied to it. Thc
two foundins natjons was the

V{SIT
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theory at the inception of the
Canadian nation state in 1867

as well. At best, this was fac-
tually eroneous evcn at that
time. TIle two nations could,
surely, neither reier to thc
British and French colonial
powers, nor be confused with
the national origi:rs of the
populations on the basis of
which this nation state was
fbunded. The absurdity is that
the F rench colonial porver
vras clearly not pa y to the
fou ndin g of the Can adian
state nor were the peopie of
Quebec atthe time ofconfed-

. eration French natio nals.\, -,I lre), were not even purelJ,
descendants of French
nationals, any more that the
populations which 1'ounded
the modern states of lr4exico,
Venezuela, Chile or any other
of the Latin American states

could have been callcd Span-
ish. Spanish speaking maybe;
Spanish proper, cenainly not.
Besides the aboriginal peo-
ples, there were creole and

M6tis populations rvhich. in
both cases, means n ative
born, indigcnous to the nc\\,
land. They were marked b1'

conccrn for their societl, in
thxt land, not by the conccrns

Y of a colonjat pos,er for its
colony tbunded in a prior pe-

riod.In fact, the very being of
these nations was [ca]ized bY

breaking allties rvh;ch bound
them to the colonial adminis-
tration, giving rise to their
own modern nation state on

tirat basis. Sucli is the ori-cin of
the nalion ofQuebec crushed
at the nloment of i1s bir th.

Thus, the atten'lpt 1() de

ciare tbc nation ol the
"French" as a fbunding nation
causes confusiiln fi om llre
outset since the population ol
Quebec was a purelv inclir:-
enous population, in tltc scnse

of beirg born in Quebcc to

Flench, lrisir and Native In-
dian parentage.

So too the nryth of thc
English founding n ation is
conlbunded with the fact that
the dominions of Canada
were at that time British colo-
nies. Even though this is re
ally no diflerent than in the
case of the American colo-
nies. a case is not made tltat
the United States were based
on a so-calJed English found
inr nation. Even demographi
call1, sPeaking, it can be dent-
onstrated that people of Irish
and Scottish descent figured
nrore numerously and pronti-
nently at the time of Conled-
eration than those of English
descent. The nolion accord-
ine to rvhich the Canirdian
nation is based on two found-
inu nations, one English and
one French, is really non-
scnsc, except in so far as it is
understood to express British
colonial values of the day.

in this country the word
creolc rvits never used, even
though in Louisiana it re-
Ierred to native born of
Ilrcnch ancestrv and in the
I-aiin Arnericas it relcrrcd Lo

anvone 6red, broutht rrp,
rearcd, domestically but of
European (usually Spanish or
French) or African ancestry.

According to the Oxford
English Dictionary defi nition
of creole, "the name lhasl no
connotation of colour. and in
its reference to origin [is ] dis
tincuished on the one hand
llom L.rorn in Eulopc (or A1'-

rica) and on thc o[her from
rborilinal"; it ret-ers to "lal
Person born in a place but
of tLrrei"{rn ancesn.y. as dis-
Lineuished frorrr the
aborilincs and hali-bleeds."
So. properly speaking, at the
tirle of Con [cderation,
Canlda rl'as compliscd ol
C|colcs ol' r,arious ori-qins,

aborigines and so-called halt'-
bree<ls - i.e. M6tis, in addi-
tion to those actually born and

bred in Europe, comprisint
tirst generation emigrants, as

wcll as members of the co-
lonial adrr.rinistration.

As for the multicultural
theory, it too has its origins in
nineteenth century values
which expressed the British
vieu,ofthe rvorld divided be-
tween the white , superiorrace
and various degrees of infe-
rior races. At thecentreof this
definition was the Victorian
notion ofrvho was fit for self-
government and ofthe jnher-

enr right ofthe Brirish, in par-
ticular, to rule the world.
Today, the notion oftolerance
of all cultures in no way puts
them trt apar with one another
orextinguishes the ideaof the

superiority of the rvhite race

or ofthe values, concepts and

outlook at the basis of what is
called Western civiiization.
Indeed, the idea of the two
founding nations in Canada is
also a reflection ofthis world
r,ierv.

The fact that the peculiar
notion of nvo founding races

or nations is used vis-a-vis the

Canadian experience is be-
cause the Confederation of
1867, while forming a union
of British dominions in
Canada and establishing the
division of powers between
the l'ederal state and the prov-
inces and pernritting rvhat is
called responsible govern-
nrcnt, did not in any shape or
forrl create a modern nation.
Based on the model of the
nrodern European nation
stiile. such anation mustcon-
tain tu,o basic criter-ia. First, it
n'lLrst Yest sovereignty in the
people, at least in words. This
was the achievement of the
French revolution in rvhich
fbrlhe tirst timc in history, the

notion of a people became
synonymous with that of the
nation. Prior to that time a

people were merely a refer-
ence to the constituency of
one ofthe lbur feudal estates.
The will of the people, the
collective of the nation, was
incorporated in the state,
formed by the constitution
which was drafted and ap-
proved by the people.Itis not
for nothing that difl'erences in
connotation exist between the
English and French and ro-
mance languages forthe word
people which mirror the Eng-
iish political tradition and that
of the French revolution.
These same differences in
connotation are carried into
official and non-official us-'
age in Canada. A Quebecker
talks of thepeuple qudbdcois,
which means the Quebec na-
tion. In the English language,
however, this in vari ably
means thepopulation of Que-
becwhich isthen described as

French speaking or English
speaking or possibly so-
called "al)ophone" - showing
the peculi ar measures vo-
cabulary has to resort in order
to divide a people. Allophone
refers to those whose mater-
nal language is neitherFrench
nor English.

Whatever the case may
be, the 1867 BNA Actdid not
enshrine the principle of sov-
ereignty vested in the people
since it clearly stipulated that
sovereignty was vested in the
British monarch.In ail matters
not speltout in that document,
Canadians were subject to the
Iaws of the British imperial
parliament and British courts,
the lattcr provision only re-
verting to Canadian courts in
1947. What is extraordinary in
the rcfusal ofthe present gor-
ernment and officirl circles to



modernize the Canadian con
sLitution, is that even the
CanadaAct, l982,whichonly
added an amendingformulain
order to patriate the constitu-
tion has changed not a word in

terms of expressing the mod-

ern noti on of sovereignty
vested in the people. This also

explains the difiiculty faced in
Canadato deline theCanadian
pcople when the very notion of
a peoplein rvhorr sovereignty
is Yested is absent from the vo-
cabulary of its constitutjon.

The second criteriathat a

modern nation mustof neces-

sity bebased or is that its con-
stitution must d, fine a notion
ofcitizenship irr rvhich every-
one is equal under and before
thc law based purely on thcir
rnembership iii the body poli-
tic and notbased on any other
consideration. In Can ada
there are so many degrees of
acceptance as a Canadian,
depending on whether you
belong to a so-called found-
ing nation, ifyou are aborigi-
nal, if you are an ethnic and

rvhite-skinned or an ethnic
rvho is visible -.i.e. blaek or
dalk skinned. A black person
whose ancestrl is the United
Empire LoyalisLs is nonethe-
less asked which island he or

she comes from, showing if
nothing else that considera-
tions based on race andcolour
predominatein the classifi ca-
tion of a Canadian, not mem-
bership in the body politic.

Foreigners who have
been Ied to believe that Cana-
da's democracy is beyond re-
proach are astounded to find
lhat Canada is not even con-
stituted according to the
nor ms of the modern Euro-
pean naljon state. Even under
the most oppressive dictato-
rial regimes, theconstitutions
of so-ca11ed banana republics
or Latin American countries
rvhich the world is Ied to be-
lieve are backward, are, in the
political sense, more ad-
vanced. Nonetheless, on the
basis ol the premise that this
clemocracy has served us well
and the rule of law and good

govern ment have provided
stability and saved us from
miiitary coups d'6tat, the is-
sue is dismissed and we are

told that under no circum-
stances will the constitutional
debate be fbstered by the of-
ficial circles. As far as they
are concerned, the constitu-
tion is just fine and whateYer
changes are required to ac-
commodate aboriginal sclf-
goveflntent or guarantee mi-

nority language rights, etc.,
can be done through adminis-
trative accommodation be-
tween the federal and provin-
cial levels of government.

Meanrv hi Ie, the very
s ame official circles are
jumping from the frying pan
into the fire, The so-called
Canadian values of multi-
culturaiism, along with re-
spect for the rule of law, are

to be ircorporated into a pre-

amblc to the new citizenship
act. This attempt to solve cur-
rent problems on the basis of
old colonial notions is fraught
rvith danger. According to the
Canadian Muiticultural Act:

"3. (1) It is hereby de-
clared to be the policy of
the government of Canada
to a) rccognize and pro-
mote the understanding that
mu lti cu ltural ism reflects
the cultural and racial di-
versity of Canadian society
and acknowledges the free-
dom of all members of Ca-
nadian society to preserve,

enhance and share their
cultural heritage."

What this means is left up

to the interprelation of every
individual Canadi an to be
tested in the courts from time

to time when the sensibilities
of some are offended or the
rule oflaw violated according
to the powers that be. What-
ever else, it fans a backlash
against the very cultural mi-
norities it is said to protect.
This only serves to further
fuel the divisions imposed on
the people in the first place.

Perhaps this tells us more
aboutthe aim of such a poiicy
in the first place. In any case,

it serves to iliustratc what
happens when all are not, in
fact, considered equal before
the law. Enabling legislation,
instead of guaranteeing the
means to enjoy that equality,
all ofwhich should be clearly
spelled out and be applicable
to all, is used to make sweep-
ing policy statements thatex-
press the colonial notions of
the powers that be whilecom-
pletely ignoring the ex-
pressed desires of Canadians
whose say has no means of
imposing itself through nor-
mal constitutional channels.

The Canada-Wide Cam-
paign foraModern Constitu-
tion and Democratic Renewal
is thus crucial so as to involve
Canadians in sorting out the

problems ofthe present in or-
der to enter the future on a

sound basis.
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Moving Forword towords the Notionql Consultotive Conference
Continued from page 1

Conference to be held in
November."

At the present titne in
Britain, unemployment,
poverty, social disintegra-
tion and other ills resulting
from the crisis continue to be
a blight on the lives of the
working people. Far from
putting the well-being ofthe
people at the centre, the gor.
ernment is arguing that tlre
key to advance in the
economy isto makebusiness

vcompetitive. Under this pre-
text it is cutting back on so-
cial programmes and is in-
stead using tax p ayers'
money to finance private in-
dustry in its pursuit of maxi-
mum profit and giving prior-
ity to making in terest
payments on government
debt. In the political sphere,
thepeople play no part in the
decisions which affcct their-
lives, a situation rvhich is
crying out to bechanged fun-
damentally. There is great
concern about such ques-
tions as the lack of lnv con-

.-"stitution, let alone a nodern
one, andthe fact that no guar-
anteed rights exist for the
people. In the face of this
situation, the working class
must come to the forefrontof
thestruggle, to open the path

ofprogress forthe society, to
establish a society fit for the
development of human be-
ings, which acknowledges
and fulfils the clairns of all
individuals comprisine it. In
orderto be ableto do this, thc
rvorking class must have irs

o rvn independent p ro-
gramme.

It is in this present situa
tion that members and sup-

porters of the Revolutionary
Communist Party of Britain
(Marxist-Leninist) are carry-
ing out work and the Party is
taking up at this moment as

the main priority the prob-
lem ofwhat must be the pro-
gramme behind which the
working class can rally its
orvn ranks, as rveil as thc
broad masses of the peoplc.
On Novenrber 26-21 , the
National Consultative Con

ference will discuss the sum-
rnation of the work of the
Central Committee to date
on the Draft Programme for
the rvorking class.

The primary aim of the
Party meeting held last Sun-
day, with only a few weeks
left to make preparations,
was to discuss measures to
step up the tempo of the
work. The meeting was very
political and business-like,
and it decided to immedi-
ately set up a Preparatory
Committee to carry out the
necessary work. Worke rs'
lVcekly welcomes the foma-
tion of thePreparatory Com-
mittee. The main problemat
the centre for it to solve is the
maximum political mobili-
sation to ensure not only

good attendance at the Con-
sultative Conference butthat
discussions on the impor-
tance of the working class
having its own fighting pro-
gramme takeplace as widely
as possible. Other organisa-
tional problems were dis-
cussed at the meeting and
measures taken. It ended on
a high note, with areas ofre-
sponsibility established, and
plans made to expand the
Preparatory Committee.
W o rke rs' We ekly w ishes the
Preparatory Committee
every success in its impor-
tant work.

Unlocking billions of dollors in new funds
Continued from page 1

this is no longer thc most
profi table course of action
for thcm, they have "cut-
backs" and usc this :rs the
sourcc of "ner' fi.rnds". In
eithcr casc, the capitaliss
czrre only about thcir- orvn
profis.

\{oclcrn capiurlism iras

pr-ovecl that it cannot grorl
rvithout violcncc, r'ithout
destr oying tllc productivc
forces, rvithorrt in tcr-
vel]tion, aggrcssion ancl $ ar.
Capifirlism cannot do'clop
on an unintermpted basis:x
itcannotcarn,ontextended
reproduction. This rnr:ans
tllatitc:lnDotgcnctatc "nc\!
funds" on :ur ongoir.rgbmis.
On thc contr-ar1,, "n cl'
funds" arc gcncrated :rt a
cost to the peoplc. This is

secn iu thc fact [hir[ "cut-
b:rcks" and "pr-ir,.Ltisatio:r"

alike are me chanisns to
rllkc nrltxinrum profi ts.

Si:r.r ior IllF officiels
\!crc rlot onlr' candid in

te rms of their demands in
IVloscorv but theyrvere also
threatening the Russian
Federation not to crush
spccul;rtors. According to
ners agencies, "The I\,IFex-
pcrts also criticised dre gor,-
crr.rrnents' I.rear"yJranded
approach durins the rou-
blc crisis.Yelsin h:rs or dered
ollicials from thc forme r-

K(iB inte lligcr.rcc sclice to
investigate u,hy the rouble
fe 11." One of the IMF offi-
cials declare d in a scminar
attcnded by IMF, \{orld
Bankand Russian acadcm-
ics, "Calling the police or'
h-ring dre ce nt.r'albarkchief
aucl finalce rninistcr does
not I.re lp very rnuch. Stay.
ins calm is important. ...
Pcrhaps many of you bc-
licvc a financial coup took
placc, butperson:{lyl think
the rolc of conspirators
didn' tdetermine whathap-
pened lastwcck.-. The rcal
culprit is a budgct that is

too large to rcquirc massive

central bank fi nancing and
foreign exchange reseles."

In other words, a large
amount of the budget
should go to the monopo-
lies, lvhich will thus male the
budget shrink. One hun-
dreddivided by rwo may re-
vcal the two frfties in a hun-
dred, butifone ofthe fifties
rverc to bccomc "nen,
funds", itwould notdo any-
thingwhatsoever to the one
hundred-Tl-ris is thefianrdr r-

lence of "unlocking new
funds". The logic ofthe rol>
bers according to which
stealing from the people is

donc through "cutbacks" is

being pushed on dre rvorld
scale as monopolists push
for thcir ruaximurn profit
drrringthis period in ivl.rich
d'rc world economyis shrink-
ing. The rvorking class must
rcmair.rvigilantand have no
illusions that such official
and lceal robbery is de-
signed to help thc cconomy
at homc or those elscrvhere.



ON THE DM.T PROGRAMME FOR THE WORKING CLASS

NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE CONTER.ENCE

REVOLUilONARY COMMUNIST PARTY OF BRITAIN (ML)

The British workinq clqss ot this time is foced with o choice: either to continue under the onorchy

""a 
ri"i"r." 

"f 
mld"rn copitolism, its increosing oppression of the vost moioriiy of the people, or

to iqke the poth of conscious struggle to solve ihe moior problems focing the society.

Both the obiective ond the subieaive conditions ore colling on ihe British working closs to

-r."..""rtrir"ot "*o, 
from old definitions, rooted in enslov-ing Euroceniric preiudices, ond to

;;;;;Xit#;;1r","iilt" ond long+e.* prosromme oround ihi.h to rolly-iiself ond oll the

;;;;r;J, *6" *."it" .p". th" poih 
"f 

piogls, for the democrotic renewol of ihe society, for

sociolism.

Bosinq itself on the obiective lows of motion of the society ond the obiective situotion prevoiling

"t 
*il ti",nq-iCiS(MLI trlr set itself the tosk o[ working on its dtoft progro,m-me for the working

closs. RCpti(ML) ii holding its second Notionol Consultotive Conference ol 1994 in London on

fur"r"Uu.ia ZZ, *h"r" ih" summotion of this work will be presented for discussion.

Entering the new yeor of 1594, fte immediote question thot the Porty. iook up Y?.t 
io work out

ond oresEnt for disiussion in the workers' qnd communist movement iis generol line. This wos

.-.ill in cuttino ocross ihe prevoilinq ideo thot there is no woy out of the crisis in Britoin or

intonotionoll, o"ther thon sutmitting Io the ogendo of the bourgeoisie which soys, despite its

;;;b['dil'..d"* ..oit"iii*, ont ,p".ifi.o)1y the "free *ork"i".onory", is the orrly possible

ffi;l;;;#;;*i"" ;d;;;i;Jern society. The droft generol line wos successfully presented

ot the public rolly ori Morch I 9 morking the Poriy's l5th Anniversory'

Bosed on this onolysis, discussion ond disseminotion o[ the droft generol line in the workers'

,;;;ri ond omorigst' progressive circles, the Consultotive Conference held lost Jttne 25-26

."i.ila"a thot the PJrv'*,it no* corry out work on its Droft Progromme lor the working

closs,which will contoin ihe key questions io be token up ot this time'

RCpB(MU colls on workers ond progressive people to contribute towords ihe success of this

i-"".r"'it ."ni"."nce by oitendinq lts Jroc""dingr. For further detrails, pleose contoct RCPB(MLI

"i'"*"-.ajr"rr 
.; i"i;p# n,irb"J b"b*. A.registrotion fee of iZ5 (Cl0.-students ond

;ilrfili;;;qriJto os;J cou"ring the cosi o[ the-conference. Refreshments will be provided.

UnivercitY of Westminster, London
Lecture Theatre 3

Marylebone Road (opposite Madame Tussauds; nearest tube: Baker street)

November 26 and 27,1994

Reglstration: Saturday, November 26, 9:OO a.m.

for firther lnfurmatlon on confereDce contact RCPB(ML)'

17O Wandsworth Road London SWA zLA. Tel: O7l'627 O599
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