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The Draft Programme for the Working Class

OVER the weekend of November 26-27, RCPB(ML) successfully held its National Consultative
Conference, “On the Draft Programme for the Working Class”. The two-day Conference was
marked by the seriousness and militancy of its discussions, and the fullest participation of those
attending in the deliberations. Fifty people attended the Conference, including delegations from
the Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) and the Communist Party of Ireland

(Marxist-Leninist).

This was the second
Consultative
‘onference RCPB(ML)
has held this year. In June,
the first, held to discuss
the Party’s general line as
relcased in the Draft
Document, There Is a
Way Out of the Crisis, had
recommended that the
Central Committee begin
work immediately in for-
mulating a draft pro-
gramme for the working
class. The November
Conference was held to
discuss the summation of
this work.

The Central Commit-
se, two days befcre the

~Conference, distributed to

the members and activists
of the Party a 16-page
document of Notes for
Discussion. In it, the draft
of the Draft Programme
was preceded by corrobo-
rative material, detailing
the factors and the think-
ing which had been taken
into account in formulat-
ing the draft. These mate-
rials were to form the ba-
sis of discussion at the
Conference.

In delivering the intro-
ductory remarks, Chris
Coleman, on behalf of the

Central Committee of
RCPB(ML), outlined the
unfolding of the Party’s
plan from the beginning
of the year, which fol-
lowed from the Interna-
tional Seminar on “The
Retreat of Revolution and
the Tasks of the Commu-
nist and Workers’ Move-
ment”  1n
through the release of the
Party’s draft general line
and its programme to dis-
seminate and elaborate
this, to the work to for-
mulate the Draft Pro-
gramme. He stressed the
need for an independent
programme for the class
if the working class is to
play its historical role and
lead the entire society out
of the crisis and open up
the path for progress.

Coventry,

After a short period

for further study of the
Notes for Discussion, the
proceedings were given
over to the interventions
of the participants in the
Conference giving their
views on the items in the
Notes under discussion.
The agenda had been to
cover the Corroborative
Material on the first day,
and move on to the con-
centrated clauses of the
Draft Programme itself on
the second, but such was
the richness of discussion
that the first day’s agenda
spilled over onto the sec-
ond. The themes under
discussion were centred
around the bedrock of
theory on which the pro-
gramme must be based
and the theoretical and
ideological considera-
tions, as well as the ne-

cessity to wage ideologi-
cal struggle, which it must
take into account. Discus-
sion also took place on

various aspects of the ob- |

jective situation, both na-
tional and in terms of
British foreign policy, as
they relate to the Draft
Programme.

The discussion on the
Draft Programme itself
was carried out under five
main headings, relating to
what the working class
demands in the spheres of
Rights, of the Economy,
of Politics, of Sovereignty
and the State, and of For-
eign Policy. Here, the dis-
cussion both dealt with
the content of the de-
mands and the most effec-
tive way in which these
calls may be formulated.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
With the agreement of the
whole Conference, it was
proposed that, while the
discussion had been quite
thorough, so as not to ef-
fectively guillotine contri-
butions the participants
wished to make, written
submissions with further
views could be made to
the Central Committee in
the week following the
Conference.

After discussing the
Immediate Programme and
the Strategic Programme,
the Conference moved on
to the Programme of Ac-
tion necessary to take the
Draft Programme out
widely among the working
class and other sections of
the people, together with
the associated forms of or-
ganisation and methods of
struggle which will be
needed to involve workers
and others in further devel-
oping the Draft Pro-
gramme. Here the unity of
the Conference and the
depth of sentiment on the
importance of this work

shone out with increasing
intensity. One participant
pointed out that the Par-
ty’s two-point programme
is still going on and could
contribute to the plan of
action. However, he asked,
is there a need for another
form as well, appropriate
to what will become the
principal task of the Party?
How can this work change
the situation, how can it
most effectively take on
the bourgeoisie? Another
participant, echoing the
same sentiment, pointed
out that the Draft Pro-
gramime is the programme
of the class, touching on
the key questions affecting
the lives of people in Brit-
ain today. The Notes for
Discussion had borne the
proviso: not to be circu-
lated outside of the Con-
ference. Now he was burn-
ing to circulate the Draft
Programme, and proposed
that the Central Commit-
tec, on the basis of the
discussions, produce a new
draft for circulation! An-
other affirmed that the

Draft Programme has to
permeate all areas of the
Party’s work, while yet
another spoke of the ex-
citement of now having
such a Draft Programme.

In introducing a reso-
lution to the Conference, a
comrade said that such a
resolution must sum up
these sentiments of the im-
portance of having the
Draft Programme and of
the burning desire to take
it out to the working class
and people. He added that
a battle will have to be
waged around the question
that the working class
should have its own inde-
pendent programme,
against all those who try
to deny this. With this, he
read out the resolution to
the Conference, to which,
it seemed, all the discus-
sion had been inexorably
leading: This National
Consultative Conference
recommends to the Cen-
tral Committee that it
publishes the Draft Pro-
gramme with its accom-
panying Corroborative
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Material after redrafting
taking into account the
deliberations of this Con-
ference. It recommends
that RCPB(ML) immedi-
ately organises a national
programme to take the
Draft Programme out to
the working class and
other sections, and that
Draft Programme
Groups be set up for this
purpose. The resolution
was unanimously carried,
to enthusiastic acclaim.
In his concluding re-
marks to the Conference,—
Comrade Chris Coleman
highlighted again the spirit
of seriousness of the Con-
ference and the big ad-
vance that it represented,
thanking, on behalf of the
Central Committee, all the
comrades for their contri-
butions to the success of
the Conference. In empha-
sising once again that the
Conference represented the
culmination of eleven
months of work, he
pointed out that it puts the
Party in a very strong po-
sition to move forward;_
and that, with the Party’s
general line in its draft
form in the document
There Is a Way Out of the
Crisis and with the Draft
Programme for the Work-
ing Class, the Party will go
as rapidly as possible to the
position where a Congress
can be held to ratify the
line and the programme.
He gave particular thanks
to the delegations of
CPC(ML) and CPI(ML)
for their important partici-

pation in the Conference.
»



Workers” Weekly 3-12-94

Page 3

The working dass needs its own Programme

“This Conference recommends to the Central Committee
of RCPB(ML) that it begin work immediately on
formulating a Draft Programme for the working class, and
to present a summation of this work at the next National
Consultative Conference to be held in November. After
discussion, the Resolution was carried unanimously.”

This was the conclusion
ofthe National Consultative
Conference in June. On No-
vember 26-27, the time had
arrived forthis summation to
be presented. It gave rise to
twodays of most serious dis-
cussions on the presentation
in document form of this
summation. And not only
_ serious discussion but also
deliberations and interven-
tions aimed at making the

draftas lucid and revolution-
ary as possible and reflecting
what are the key questions
thatthe British working class
needs to deal with in the
present circumstances and
on a modern basis.

The spirit of optimism
prevailed. How is it at this
time in Britain when pessi-
mism is being promoted,
when reaction, although it
hasno solutions, is able toar-

The Draft Programme for the
Working Class

.

He pointed out that, though
there is now a big obliga-
tion on all the comrades to
carry this large programme
of work, the spirit and the
unity shown in the Con-
ference gives the Party
confidence that it can meet
.these obligations which
history puts on the shoul-
ders of the communists.
Chris Coleman then raised
that November 27 is the
anniversary of the death of
John Buckle. He said that
the very best tribute the
Party could pay was to
dedicate the Conference
and the decisions that it
had made to his memory.
He concluded by announc-
ing that the Central Com-
mittee is proposing that the
Party hold a national meet-
ing on January 7 to launch
the Draft Programme, and

said that he was sure that
the members, activists and
supporters would go from
this Conference with the
determination to carry out
the very important pro-
gramme of action that it
has set.

Emotion was running
high as the participants,
fists in the air, sang to-
gether the Internationale,
concluding with the rous-
ing shouting of slogans.
Everyone’s impulse as the
echoes died away was to
shake each other by the
hand, exchanging con-
gratulations on the success
of the Conference, and
expressing a desire to- go
into action, to work hard
in moving forward in the
direction pointed out by
this National Consultative
Conference of
RCPB(ML).

rogantly impose its way of
thinking, when revolution is
in retreat, that such a confer-
ence with optimistic outlook
prevailed? Isitenoughtosay
that our Party is on the march,
and so on and so forth? This
would be a narrow view. The
success of the conference, in
my opinion, raises two fun-
damental issues: 1) that the
very question of a pro-
gramme for the working
class is a very serious prob-
lem objectively needing so-
lutions; 2) that the working
class is showing a greater in-
terest in breaking away from
the situation whereitdoes not
formulate its own pro-
gramme, butrelies on others.
The conference showed that
RCPB(ML)is playinga van-
guard role in taking up these
issues. These factors, taken
all together, can be said to be
the real source of the opti-
mism at the conference.
The National Consulta-
tive Conference last week-
end discussed the summa-
tion of the work on the Draft
Programme for the Working
Class. But as far as the Party
is concerned this is the be-
ginning, because the Party is
going to take it to the work-
ing class and broad masses
and raise discussion
amongst them. This is a ma-
jor programme because for
the working class to getany-
where it must organise
around its own programme
andits own politicalline. To
make headway along this
path would open a space for
further advance. This reali-
sation became the dominant
consciousness, especially

towards the end of the Con-
sultative Conference when
the interventions of more
and more delegates, instead
of concentrating on consid-
erations and points of the im-
mediate programme, began
to express their thinking on
the significanceof the Draft
Programme for the Working
Class.Sowhenitcametothe
resolution, which empha-
sised this consciousness,
everybody rose as one to
give prolonged applause.
This major responsibil-
ity which the Party has set
itself will be carried out. But
like other important central
programmes throughout
1994, from the International
Seminar in Coventry on the
Retreat of Revolution and
the Tasks of the Communist
and Workers’ Movement, to
the Party’s 15th anniversary
rally in March, where the
draft general line was given,
the National Consultative
Conference in June to con-
solidate the work, right
through to the National Con-
sultative Conference, “On
the Draft Programme for the
Working Class”, last week-
end, those victories would
nothave been achieved with-
out hard work and persistent
struggle. Now, the Party will
be tested once more. The
heightened revolutionary
consciousness of the Party,
its sympathisers and friends,
will be the main subjective
factor behind moving the
work on the Draft Pro-
gramme forward.
Contribution on the National

Consultative Conference by
Roy Marshall
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A Budget to take more
- out of the economy than
is put in

Kenneth Clarke’s second Budget continued the path
of last year’s of cutting back investments and expen-
ditures in areas of need for the people, increasing
taxes on working people, whilst at the same time
increasing the handouts in various forms to business.
It was a Budget to take more out of the economy than
is put in. Such a policy is bound to lead the economy
into deeper crisis and cause still further dislocation.

Even before the Budget,
Kenneth Clarke spoke of
how last year he had taken
£15 billion out of the
economy without affecting
the government’s priorities.
This year he continued the
same policy with cutbacks
of £7 billion in 1995-6 and
£28 billion in total over the
next three years. Amongst
other measures, pay in-
creases in the public sector
will be held below infla-
tion and the social security
budget will be cut, whilst
increased handouts to big
business will take place
through measures such as
the private finance initia-
tive, tax relief for Venture
Capital Trusts, and cuts in
national insurance contribu-
tions for those businesses
which take on workers eamn-
ing less than £205 per
week. Measures announced
last year, such as increas-
ing VAT on fuel to 17.5%,
will also take place in the
coming year. Public spend-
ing as a proportion of na-
tional output will fall by 4%
over the next four years.

Introducing the Budget,
the Chancellor spoke of
continuing improvement in
the economy and the need

to cut back the public sec-
tor debt in order to bring
about a balanced budget
before the turn of the cen-
tury. This means that whilst
cutbacks in all areas affect-
ing people’s vital needs will
continue, payments to the
national and international
creditors will continue
apace. Although he spoke
of the continuing recovery
and predicted further
growth over the coming
year, this growth is all tak-
ing place in the context of
the present phase of jobless
growth of capitalism 1in
which the economy grows.
sometimes even rapidly, but
this is divorced from the
conditions of life of work-
ing people which continue
to worsen. Where people
are moving into work it is
in the form of low paid or
part-time work and stand-
ards of living continue to
decline. The policy of tak-
ing more out of the
economy than is put in will
only serve to worsen the
situation.

A healthy economy can
only be run on the basis of
putting more in than is
taken out, investing in the

Continued on page 6

IN SOLIDARITY WITH CUBA

HE World Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba opened

in Havana on November 21 and continued till
November 25, closing with a speech from Fidel Castro,
President of the Republic of Cuba and General Secre-
tary of the Communist Party of Cuba.

The Cuban people
share a history of some
502 years of struggle in
which they have provided
themselves with a nation,
a national territory and cul-
ture. To this day, part of
their territory in the east-
ern most province of
Guantenamo is occupied
by the US which maintains
a military base there. With
their revolution in 1939,
they began their national
task of nation-building for
the first time as
independent people.

US imperialism has as
its declared aim to smash
the Cuban revolution and
bring the people into total
submission. One of its
methods is an all-round
blockade in order to starve
the people into submis-
sion. In the name of de-
mocracy and human rights,
the US is trying to subvert
the most humane and the
most democratic system
which the Cuban people
have ever seen and estab-
lished themselves. The US
wants to deprive the Cu-
ban people of all they
have, their nation and their
task of nation-building.
What the US would give
in return is exploitation,
immiseration and
humiliation.

To be in solidarity
with Cuba can mean many
things. It could indicate a

an

purely humanitarian stand
which is a positive thing.
Material support for Cuba
on this basis must be in-
creased as one of the acts
of solidarity. It could indi-
cate a political gesture, de-
manding that the people of
Cuba must be free to de-
termine their own affairs
without any foreign inter-
ference and that the US
blockade must be lifted.
This too is a positive
thing. It could be an ideo-
logical manifestation as
well, expressed in the de-
mand that Cuba has the
right to establish a social-
ist system and to give sup-
port for the same abroad.
Whatever may be the mo-
tive, one thing is very
clear: Cuba needs support
and this must be given.

The World Solidarity
Meeting held in Havana
last week was a magnifi-
cent expression of the
broad support which exists
for Cuba. This support
must be further broadened.
As our Party fights for the
right to bring about social
transformations at home,
so it supports the same in
other countries also. Cuba
is one of the countries
where colossal changes
have taken place all to the
dislike of the US imperial-
ists and world reaction.
These changes deserve to
be defended.
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Declaration of the World Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba

Meeting in the City of Ha-
vana, from 21-25 November 1994,
we 3079 participants representing
109 countries of 5 continents and 5
regional and international organisa-
tions, who take part in the World
Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba,
declare that defending Cuba's sover-
eign right to work for a destiny in
accordance with its needs and his-
toric process, without interference,
means defending the right to choose
from a plurality of roads in the face
of political and economic dogmas
that are being imposed worldwide.

In our work sessions and in
direct contact with the people. we
have once again confirmed that, atthe
same time that Cuba is denied the
possibility totrade freely with the rest
of the world and all its efforts to
rebuild its economy are being hin-
dered, the Cuban reality is system-
atically falsely represented and dis-
torted in an unprecedented

propaganda campaign. We have veri-
fied with our own eyesthe cruel effects
of the blockade on the lives of the
Cuban people. That is why we insist
thatthe United States Government heed
the demands of vast sectors of world
public opinion and the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations to put an end
to that unjustifiable measure that has
lasted for more than thirty years now.
We have also been able to confirm the
Cuban people's morale and will to resist
as well as their determination to pre-
serve their social achievements. We
return to our countries even more con-
vinced of the need to continue working
for the Cuban cause.

In the coming days, Cuba,
blockaded and slandered, will not be
present in the Summit convoked in
Miami by the United States Govern-
ment. The hosts fear Cuba's gallant
voice that speaks out in favour of the
forsaken, the dispossessed, the out-
casts, the helpless. But Cuba is not

alone; proof of that is this meeting
attended by only a fraction of that
great mass of humanity in all parts of
the world which supports this wor-
thy country.

Our World Solidarity event
took place as Cuba and all of Latin
America prepare to commemorate
the centennial of José Marti's death
in battle. Marti was always aware of
the importance of Cuba's independ-
ence struggle, both for the fate of
what he called "Our America" and
for achieving "world balance.”

These days, Marti's proph-
esy looms in all its significance and
magnitude. "Whoever rises with |
Cuba today will be rising for all
times."

The Blockade against Cuba must
cease!

Cuba's inalienable right to
build its own future must be
respected!

General Agreements of the First World Meeting
of Solidarity with Cuba

1. Todeclare 1995 International Year of José Marti and

for the Struggle Against the Blockade.

. To celebrate a José Marti and Support for Cuba Day
on May 19, 1995, the Centennial of his death in
combat. This day will be celebrated with different
types of actions implemented by the solidarity move-
ments in each country.

. To continue and improve the national and regional
meetings of solidarity with Cuba with the participa-
tion of all the forces and groups that work in favour
of friendship.

. To protest against the exclusion of Cuba from the US

government-organised Hemispheric Summit to be
held in Miami.

. To continue and increase donations and economic aid

campaigns as an expression of solidarity with Cuba.

. To work for the growth of the solidarity movement,

extending it to every possible sector of each society
and promoting exchanges, visits to Cuba, tourism
and investments in that country's economy.

. To declare October 10, the day on which the Cuban

people's revolutionary struggle began, World Day of
Solidarity with Cuba.
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ON the evening of Monday, November 28, the day following RCPB(ML,)’s successful National Consulta-
tive Conference, “On the Draft Programme for the Working Class”, the Party’s bookshop, John Buckle
Books, was attacked. The staff of the bookshop the following day issued a leaflet under the above title.

Extracts from the leaflet

“On the night of Mon-
day, November 28, politi-
cally motivated hooligans
attacked John Buckle Books.
The culprits, using violent
force, broke the toughened
glass of the shop door.

“The attack took place
within 24 hours of a suc-
cessful two-day public con-

R R e

—

Politically motivated criminal damage to

John Buckle Books

follow:

ference on the important
question of the need for
the working class to have
its own programme to
fight for its rights and to
lead society out of the cri-
sis. John Buckle Books
had been working for and
publicising this confer-
ence. [...]

“John Buckle Books is a
landmark in the community
on Wandsworth Road. As
well as selling enlightening
literature, including publica-
tions taking up the cause of
the working class, it also
serves as anoutlet forlow cost
second-hand books [...].

“Tt is this service to the

B R e e

local community as well as
the working people asa whole
which has upset the organis-
ers of the attack. This crimi-
nal action has angered us and
all our friends [...].”

firming that efforts would be
made to bring the culprits to
justice.

The leaflet ended by af-
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A Budget to take more out of the economy than is put in

Continued from page 4

welfare of all members of
society to ensure that their
needs for health care and
aducation are met, invest-
ing to meet the needs of
the old and the young, en-
suring that the right of all
o a livelihood is met, in-
vesting to ensure that the
means of production are
advanced, looking after the
future as well as the present.
As people’s conditions of
life advance and the
economy advances, so the
investments yield further
advance in the future. Tak-
ing more out than is put in
's a policy of worsening the
conditions of life of the peo-
ple through cutbacks and
increased taxation whilst
making handouts to busi-
ness, developing the mili-
tary-industrial side of the
economy and so forth. Such
a policy quite simply does

not work, leads to further
crisis and ultimately wors-
ens the burden facing work-
ing people.

The present day condi-
tions show the working
class that it cannot leave
these questions to anyone
else. It is the only class

which can lead society out
of crisis and must put for-
ward its own programme to
achieve this. One of the
essential elements of such
a programme is that the
working class must fight for
such an economy which
will allow society to deal

with the present day prob-
lems, escape from crisis and
allow the continually ex-
panding material and cul-
tural needs of the popula-
tion to be met. Such an
economy is run on the ba-
sis that more is put in than
taken out.

VISIT JOHN BUCKLE BOOKS

Opening Hours:

Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm
Classic works of Marxism-Leninism

Revolutionary and progressive literature from Britain and around

the world

170 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2LA.
Tel: 071-627 0599
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